THE MARKET PLACE AT TLALTELOLCO

BY

BERNAL DIAZ DEL CASTILLO

As we had already been four days in Mexico and
neither the Captain nor any of us had left our lodgings
except to go to the houses and gardens, Cortés said
to us that it would be well to go to the great Plaza
of Tlaltelolco and see the great Temple of Huichilobos,
and that he wished to consult the Great Montezuma
and have his approval. For this purpose he sent
Jerénimo de Xgui]ar and the Dofia Marina as
messengers, and with them went our Captain’s small
page named Orteguilla, who already understood
something of the language. When Montezuma knew
his wishes he sent to say that we were welcome to
go ; on the other hand, as he was afraid that we
might do some dishonour to his Idols, he determined
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to go with us himself with many of his chieftains.
He came out from his Palace in his rich litter, but
when half the distance had been traversed and he was
near some oratories, he stepped out of the litter, for he
thought it a great affront to his idols to go to their
house and temple in that manner. Some of the great
chieftains supported him with their arms, and the
tribal lords went in front of him carrying two staves
like sceptres held on high, which was the sign that
the Great Montezuma was coming. (When he went
in his litter he carried a wand half of gold and half
of wood, which was held up like a wand of justice.)
So he went on and ascended the great Cue accom-
panied by many priests, and he began to burn incense
and perform other ceremonies to Huichilobos.

Our Captain and all of those who had horses went
to Tlaltelolco on horseback, and nearly all of us
soldiers were fully equipped, and many Caciques
whom Montezuma had sent for that purpose went
in our company. When we arrived at the great
market place, called Tlaltelolco, we were astounded
at the number of people and the quantity of merchandise
that it containccE and at the good order and control
that was maintained, for we had never seen such a
thing before. The chieftains who accompanied us
acted as guides. Each kind of merchandise was kept
by itself and had its fixed place marked out. Let us
begin with the dealers in gold, silver, and precious
stones, feathers, mantles, and embroidered goods.
‘Then there were other wares consisting of Indian
slaves both men and women ; and I say that they
bring as many of them to that great market for sale
as the Portuguese bring negroes from Guinea ; and
they brought them along tied to long poles, with
collars round their necks so that they could not escape,
and others they left free. Next there were other
traders who sold great pieces of cloth and cotton, and
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articles of twisted thread, and there were cacahuateros
who sold cacao. In this way one could see every sort
of merchandise that is to be found in the whole of
New Spain. There were those who sold cloths of
hennequen and ropes and the sandals with which they
are shod, which are made from the same plant, and
sweet cooked roots, and other tubers which they
get from this plant, all were kept in one part of the
market 1n the place assigned to them. In another part
there were skins of tigers and lions, of otters and
jackals, deer and other animals and badgers and
mountain cats, some tanned and others untanned,
and other classes of merchandise.

Let us go on and speak of those who sold beans and
sage and other vegetables and herbs in another part,
and to those who sold fowls, cocks with wattles,
rabbits, hares, deer, mallards, young dogs and other
things of that sort in their part of the market, and let
us also mention the fruiterers, and the women who sold
cooked food, dough and tripe in their own part of
the market ; then every sort of pottery mac‘r:: in a
thousand different forms from great water jars to
little jugs, these also had a place to themselves ;
then those who sold honey and honey paste and other
dainties like nut paste, and those who sold lumber,
boards, cradles, Ecams, blocks and benches, each
article by itself, and the vendors of ocore? firewood,
and other things of a similar nature. But why do I
waste so many words in recounting what they sell
in that great market —for I shall never finish if I
tell it all in detail. Paper, which in this country is
called amal/, and reeds scented with /Jigusdambar,
and full of tobacco, and yellow ointments and things
of that sort are sold by themselves, and much cochineal
1s sold under the arcades which are in that great
market place, and there are many vendors of herbs
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and other sorts of trades. There are also buildings
where three maﬂ%istratcs sit in judgment, and there
are executive officers like Alguaci/s who inspect the
merchandise. I am forgetting those who sell salt,
and those who make the stone knives, and how they
split them off the stone itself ; and the fisherwomen
and others who sell some small cakes made from a
sort of ooze which they get out of the great lake, which
curdles, and from this they make a bread having a flavour
something like cheese. There are for sale axes of brass
and copper and tin, and gourds and gaily painted
jars made of wood. I coul§ wish that I had finished
telling of all the things which are sold there, but they
are so numerous and of such different quality and
the great market place with its surrounding arcades
was so crowded with people, that one would not have
been able to see and inquire about it all in two days.



