CORTES AND THE TEMPLE AT TLALTELOLCO
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Then we went to the great Cue, and when we
were already approaching its great courts, before
leaving the market place itself, there were many more
merchants, who, as I was told, brought gold for sale
in grains, just as it is taken from the mines. The gold
1s placed in thin quills of the geese of the country,
white quills, so that the gold can be seen through,
and according to the length and thickness of the quuills
they arrange their accounts with one another, how
much so many mantles or so many gourds full of cacao
were worth, or how many slaves, or whatever other
thing they were exchanging.

Before reaching the great Cue there is a great
enclosure of courts, it seems to me larger than the
plaza of Salamanca, with two walls of masonry
surrounding it, and the court itself all paved with
very smooth great white flagstones. And where there
were not these stones it was cemented and burnished
and all very clean, so that one could not find any dust
or a straw in the whole place.
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When we arrived near the Great Cue and before
we had ascended a single step of it, the Great Monte-
zuma sent down from above, where he was making
his sacrifices, six priests and two chieftains to accom-
pany our Captain. On ascending the steps, which are
one hundred and fourteen in number, they attempted
to take him by the arms so as to help him to ascend,
(thinking that he would get tired,) as they were
accustomed to assist their lord Montezuma, but Cortés
would not allow them to come near him. When we
got to the top of the great Cue, on a small plaza
which has been made on the top where there was a
space like a platform with some large stones placed
on it, on which they put the poor Indians for sacrifice,
there was a bulky image like a dragon and other evil
figures and much blood shed that very day.

When we arrived there Montezuma came out of an
oratory where his cursed idols were, at the summit
of the great Cue, and two priests came with him, and
after paying great reverence to Cortés and to all of
us he said : “ You must be tired, Sefior Malinche,
from ascending this our great Cue”, and Cortés
replied through our interpreters who were with us
that he and his companions were never tired by any-
thing. Then Montezuma took him by the hand and
told him to look at his great city and all the other
cities that were standing in the water, and the many
other towns on the land round the lake, and that if
he had not seen the great market place well, that from
where they were they could see it better.

So we stood looking about us, for that huge and
cursed temple stood so high that from it one could see
over everything very well, and we saw the three cause-
ways which led into Mexico, that is the causeway of
Iztapalapa by which we had entered four days before,
and that of Tacuba, and that of Tepeaquilla,! and we



CORTES AND THE TEMPLE AT TLALTELOLCO

saw the fresh water that comes from Chapultepec
which supplies the city, and we saw the bridges on
the three causeways which were built at certain
distances apart through which the water of the lake
flowed in and out from one side to the other, and we
beheld on that great lake a great multitude of canoes,
some coming with supplies of food and others returning
loaded with cargoes of merchandise ; and we saw
that from every house of that great city and of all the
other cities that were built in the water it was impossible
to pass from house to house, except by drawbridges
which were made of wood or in canoes ; and we saw
in those cities Cues and oratories like towers and
fortresses and all gleaming white, and it was a wonderful
thing to behold ; then the houses with flat roofs,
and on the causeways other small towers and oratories
which were like fortresses.

After having examined and considered all that we
had seen we turned to look at the great market place
and the crowds of people that were 1n it, some buying
and others selling, so that the murmur and hum of
their voices and words that they used could be heard
more than a league off. Some of the soldiers among us
who had been in many parts of the world, in Constanti-
nople, and all over Italy, and in Rome, said that so
large a market place and so full of people, and so well
regulated and arranged, they had never beheld before.

Let us leave this, and return to our Captain, who
said to kFray Bartolomé de Olmedo, who happened to
be near by him: * It seems to me, Sefior Padre,
that it would be a good thing to throw out a feeler
to Montezuma, as to whether he would allow us to
build our church here ” ; and the Padre replied that
it would be a good thing if it were successful, but it
seemed to him that it was not quite a suitable time to
speak about it, for Montezuma did not appear to be
inclined to do such a thing.
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Then our Cortés said to Montezuma : “ Your
Highness 1s indeed a very great prince and worthy of
even greater things. We are rejoiced to see your cities,
and as we are here in your temple, what I now beg
as a favour is that you will show us your gods and
Teules.” Montezuma replied that he must first
speak with his high priests, and when he had spoken
to them he said that we might enter into a small
tower and apartment, a sort of hall, where there were
two altars, with very richly carved boardings on the
top of the roof. On each altar were two figures, like
giants with very tall bodies and very fat, and the first
which stood on the right hand they said was the figure
of Huichilobos their god of War ; it had a very broad
face and monstrous and terrible eyes, and the whole
of his body was covered with precious stones, and gold
and pearls, and with seed pearls stuck on with a paste
that they make in this country out of a sort of root,
and all the body and head was covered with it, and
the body was girdled by great snakes made of gold
and precious stones, and in one hand he held a %ow
and in the other some arrows. And another small
idol that stood by him, they said was his page, and he
held a short lance and a shield richly decorated with
gold and stones. Huichilobos had round his neck
some Indians’ faces and other things like hearts of
Indians, the former made of gold and the latter of
silver, with many precious blue stones.

There were some braziers with incense which they
call copal, and in them they were burning the hearts
of the three Indians whom they had sacrificed that
day, and they had made the sacrifice with smoke and
copal. All the walls of the oratory were so splashed
and encrusted with blood that they were black, the
floor was the same and the whole place stank vilely.
Then we saw on the other side on the left hand there
stood the other great image the same height as
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Huichilobos, and it had a face like a bear and eyes
that shone, made of their mirrors which they call
Tezcat, and the body plastered with precious stones
like that of Huichilobos, for they say that the two
are brothers ; and this Tezcatepuca was the god of
Hell and had charge of the souls of the Mexicans,
and his body was girt with figures like little dewils
with snakes’ tails. The walls were so clotted with
blood and the soil so bathed with it that in the slaughter
houses of Spain there is not such another stench.

They hacr offered to this Idol five hearts from the
day’s sacrifices. In the highest part of the Cue there
was a recess of which the woodwork was very richly
worked, and in it was another image half man and half
lizard, with precious stones all over it, and half the
body was covered with a mantle. They say that the
body of this figure is full of the seeds that there are in
the world, and they say that it 1s the god of seed time
and harvest, but I do not remember its name, and
everything was covered with blood, both walls and
altar, and the stench was such that we could hardly
wait the moment to get out of it.

They had an exceedingly large drum there, and
when they beat it the sound of it was so dismal and
like, so to say, an instrument of the infernal regions,
that one could hear it a distance of two leagues, and
they said that the skins it was covered with were
those of great snakes. In that small place there were
many diabolical things to be seen, bugrcs and trumpets
and knives, and many hearts of Indians that they
had burned in fumigating their idols, and everything
was so clotted with blood, and there was so much of
it, that I curse the whole of it, and as it stank like a
slaughter house we hastened to clear out of such a
bad stench and worse sight. Our Captain said to
Montezuma through our interpreter, half laughing :
““ Sefior Montezuma, I do not understand how such
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a great Prince and wise man as you are has not come
to the conclusion, in your mind, that these idols of
yours are not gods, but evil things that are called dewils,
and so that you may know it and all your priests may
see 1t clearly, do me the favour to approve of my
placing a cross here on the top of this tower, and that
1in one part of these oratories where your Huichilobos
and Tezcatepuca stand we mag divide off a space
where we can set up an image of Our Lady (an image
which Montezuma had already seen) and you will see
by the fear in which these Idols hold it that they are
deceiving you.”

Montezuma replied half angrily (and the two priests
who were with him showed great annoyance), and
said : * Sefior Malinche, if I had known that you
would have said such defamatory things I would
not have shown you my gods, we consider them to be
very good, for they give us health and rains and good
seed times and seasons and as many victories as we
desire, and we are obliged to worship them and make
sacrifices, and I pray you not to say another word to
therr dishonour.”

When our Captain heard that and noted the angry
looks he did not refer again to the subject, but said
with a cheerful manner: “ It is time for your
Excellency and for us to return,” and Montezuma
replied that it was well, but that he had to pray and
offer certain sacrifices on account of the great saracul,
that is to say sin, which he had committed in allowing
us to ascend his great Cue, and being the cause of
our being permitted to see his gods, and of our dis-
honouring them by speaking evil of them, so that
before he left he must pray and worship.

Then Cortés said : *““ I ask your pardon if it be so,”
and then we went down the steps, and as they numbered
one hundred and fourteen, and as some of our soldiers
were suffering from tumours and abscesses, their
legs were tired by the descent.



